
AN ORDINANCE TO ADOPT THE REQUIREMENT THE INSPECTION OF  
RESIDENTIAL RENTAL PROPERTIES IN THE CITY OF EUPORA, MISSISSIPPI 

AND FOR ENFORCEMENT THEREOF, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR 
AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF EUPORA, MISSISSIPPI, AS FOLLOWS: 

 
 WHEREAS, the City of Eupora, Mississippi (“City”) finds that certain of its residential 
neighborhoods could experience declining property values, a concomitant loss of City property tax 
revenue, and a decline in health, safety, and quality of life due to a lack of inspection and preventive 
and ongoing maintenance for an increasing number of residential rental properties; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the City has received numerous complaints from residents regarding unabated 
nuisances and risks to health, welfare, and safety caused by poorly maintained rental properties in 
their neighborhoods, including single family homes, resulting in sanitation problems, traffic safety 
issues, environmental and health concerns, and code violations; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the City finds that renters in the City tend to be increasingly financially challenged 
to provide regular and preventive property maintenance; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the City finds and declares a compelling interest in establishing standards for 
inspecting, and ensuring the maintenance of properties that are rented or leased for residential 
occupancy, in order to ensure decent, safe, and sanitary residential rental properties in the City and 
its residential neighborhoods; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the City has a duty and need to enact regulations that establish safe standards 
related to preventive and ongoing rental property maintenance, and enable the City to effectively 
inventory and inspect rental properties, in order to protect the overall health, safety, and welfare of 
the City’s residents; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, Section 21-17-5 of the Mississippi Code authorizes the City to adopt ordinances 
with respect to the care, management, and control of its municipal affairs, property, and finances; 
and, 
 
 WHEREAS, Section 21-19-25 of the Mississippi Code authorizes the City to adopt codes by 
ordinance dealing with the general public health, safety, or welfare, or a combination of the same; 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of 
Eupora, Webster  
County, Mississippi, in a regular meeting on this the _____ day of _________, 2019, as follows, to-wit: 
 

I. INSPECTION AND CERTIFICATION 
A. Inspection:  The Building Inspector shall inspect all Single-Household or Multiple-

Household Dwelling before said dwellings may be occupied by a tenant under a lease 
– whether the lease is verbal or in writing – to determine if the property meets all 
Building, Housing and Fire Codes of the City of Eupora. 

If the property does not meet said code requirements, the City Building 
Inspector shall 

  Deny a Certificate of Compliance for said property. 



B. Certificate of Compliance Required:  It shall be unlawful for any Person to own, 
operate, manage, or maintain a Rental Unit in a Single-Household or Multiple-
Household Dwelling located in the City without a current and valid Certificate of 
Compliance having been issued for such Rental Unit by the City Building Inspector.  
Any person owning, operating, managing, or maintaining more than one such Rental 
Unit shall obtain a Certificate of Compliance for each separate Rental Unit. 

C. Duration:  A Certificate of Compliance shall expire upon the termination of the rental 
agreement or lease governing the Rental Unit for which such Certificate of Compliance 
was issued.  Provided, however, if the unit passed inspection within the last 12 
months, the inspection is not required. 

 


